Walk To School Day

Safety Committee

Suggested committee members might include, but are not limited to:


School Transportation dept. member


School Administrator


Teacher


Publicity/Communication Committee member


Event Coordinator


Bike Trains and Walking School Bus Committee member


Local Police/Sheriff Dept. or State Police representative


Sponsorship Committee member


Walkability Survey Committee member


Breakfast Committee member

The Safety Committee’s charge is to make sure the routes to school that will be traveled the day of the Walk are safe.

Things to think about:

1. Do we have enough crossing guards/safety patrol persons located on busy streets?  If not, can we add more?  Is the local police/sheriff department or State Police helping with the Walk?

2. If the weather is poor (torrential downpour, tornado, etc.), will we need a plan to notify parents that the Walk has been changed to an alternate date?  Is there a phone tree to contact event organizers?  How will word get to parents, key leaders, or collaborating organizations?

3. If weather is inclement, will children still be able to get to school safely and on time?

4. Have maps been developed to show the safest routes to bike/walk to school?

5. What precautions need to be taken for the children’s safety en route to school?

6. Will children be wearing reflective clothing, carrying banners or signs to denote they are on the Walk?

7. Has the community been informed of Walk to School Day and asked to drive cautiously?

8. Will traffic be rerouted or controlled when walkers begin to arrive at school from their Walk?

9. If the Walk will commence from a designated location away from school, how will parking be handled at that location to assure the safety of those walking?

10.   Are at least 2 parents assigned to each Walking School Bus/Bike Train?

11.   If bussed children are dropped off at a designated location away from school, who will meet them and assist them in the Walk?

12.   If a breakfast is served to participants of the Walk, will it be away from motorized transport areas?

13.   Will participants fill out Walkability Surveys in an area away from traffic, driveways and buses?

14.  Who will handle child permission slips with emergency contact numbers?  Where        will they be stored for easy access, if needed?
